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WHAT IS THIS BOOK ABOUT?

A comprehensive, comparative exploration of
local governance across nine diverse countries:
Botswana, Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and Tanzania. Analyses rich cases,
drawing lessons from successes and setbacks,
and offering practical recommendations for
strengthening local government as a driver of
inclusive development and democratic renewal in
Africa. Aimed at scholars, practitioners and
students seeking an understanding of the realities
and possibilities of local governance in the region. 
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The historical development of local
government 
The constitutional, legislative and institutional
frameworks shaping local governance and
intergovernmental relations 
The core functions and responsibilities of local
authorities 
Transformative themes such as hybrid
governance and co-production 
The persistent challenges of capacity
constraints, political interference, fiscal
dependency and inequality 
Emerging best practices that offer hope for
more responsive, accountable and sustainable
local governance 
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Contact Penelope Mahloko
PenelopeM@vanschaiknet.com

to view proofs
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